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Taking a Stand

Pastor Beckman studied the information the youth choir members 
had written about the incident. The choir stand was broken and 

the music sheets were everywhere. All heads were hanging low. 
Thomas sat on the side with an ice pack over his eye. Things had 
gotten way out of hand.

As Pastor Beckman spoke, he shook his head in disbelief. Thomas 
was surprised himself. Those powerful words and actions that came 
down on him had not been expected. At first the conversation had 
been slow and easy. 

When the older members got upset with the new member, 
Sammy, Thomas stepped forth on his behalf. After all, it was Sammy 
who had brought the music in for the new song. He had a smooth 
voice and a perfect style that would minister to the people.  

The older members, as usual, would not have it. They took the 
song and told Sammy he wasn’t ready for a solo, claiming he did not 
understand how to minister through song. Thomas reminded them 
how unfair it was that they had never let a new member lead a song, 
even when that person had an outstanding voice, knew the words, 
and was ready to put in the extra work. 

But Thomas’ words only made people angry. Voices of protest rose 
up; people grabbed the music sheets and threw hymnals to express 
their anger. The more Thomas and Sammy spoke, the angrier the 
crowd became. Suddenly an old hymn book flew over the people 
standing up and whacked Thomas across his face. 

When the crowd saw what had happened and quieted down, 
Pastor Beckman asked Thomas what consequences he wanted for 
the incident. Thomas thought for a moment.

“None, really,” he said. “I am not upset with any of them. I just had 
to take a stand.”  

Pastor Beckman decided the choir had learned a valuable lesson.  
The new choir member sang a solo the following Sunday.

In My Heart
“‘Look,’ he said, ‘I see heaven 

open and the Son of Man standing 
at the right hand of God’”  

(Acts 7:56, NIV).

WORD!
Acts 7:51–8:1a, NIV—“You stiff-

necked people! Your hearts and ears 
are still uncircumcised. You are just like 
your ancestors: You always resist the 
Holy Spirit! 52 Was there ever a prophet 
your ancestors did not persecute? They 
even killed those who predicted the 
coming of the Righteous One. And 
now you have betrayed and murdered 
him—53 you who have received the 
law that was given through angels 
but have not obeyed it.” 54 When the 
members of the Sanhedrin heard this, 
they were furious and gnashed their 
teeth at him. 55 But Stephen, full of 
the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven 
and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56 
“Look,” he said, “I see heaven open and 
the Son of Man standing at the right 
hand of God.” 57 At this they covered 
their ears and, yelling at the top of 
their voices, they all rushed at him, 58 
dragged him out of the city and began 
to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses 
laid their coats at the feet of a young 
man named Saul. 59 While they were 
stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he fell 
on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do 
not hold this sin against them.” When 
he had said this, he fell asleep. 

Acts 8:1a And Saul approved of 
their killing him.
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SIDEBAR
Stephen’s Martyrdom

Martyrdom is the death or suffering of 
someone who goes through persecution 
for refusing to renounce a (usually religious) 
cause. In a way, the Sanhedrin’s reaction 
shows how leaders can respond emotionally 
when their reality is threatened by truth. 
Stephen boldly spoke to the Sanhedrin in 
defense of his faith. Without addressing 
the charges against him, he exposed how 
religious leaders had a long history of 
opposing and persecuting God’s prophets. 
You can understand that people do not 
want to listen to the truth of God’s Word. For 
this reason, Christians have been willing to 
suffer martyrdom as a show of faith to God, 
not man. By showing such commitment, 
others can be greatly impacted by this 
strong display of Christian faith.

How to Forgive Your Enemies
1. Consider how you would want to be 

received by people you have wronged.
2. Pray for guidance and strength.
3. Ask God to strengthen your resolve so 

that you truly let go of the anger.

GOT IT!
A. Persecuted!

Use Word! to help you with this activity. 
Complete the sentences with the correct 
word from the Scriptures.

1.  Stephen called the people ____________-
___________ because they were stubborn 
and had killed the ________________ that 
foretold the coming of the Righteous One 
(vv. 51–53).

2.  Those words infuriated the _____________ 
(v. 54). 

3.  When Stephen claimed to have seen 
___________________ at the right hand of 
_________________, they rushed him and 
___________________ him (vv. 54-58). 

4.  Stephen asked God not to hold the 
__________________________ against his 
persecutors (v. 60).

JAM SESSION
Paying the Price

When strong leaders confront strong traditional ideas, their 
words may incite anger and violence. Stephen’s criticism of the 
religious establishment and his exaltation of Christ enraged the 
religious leaders, so they stoned him to death. People often do 
not want to listen to the Word of God. Thomas did not know the 
price he would pay while standing up for what was right. Like 
Stephen, his reminder about the old members’ history enraged 
them to the point of violence. His declaration of the truth was 
something they wanted stifled. The Sanhedrin did not want to 
hear Stephen’s reminder about how prophets had been treated. 
In both cases, Stephen and Thomas suffered and in both cases 
they also forgave their enemies. 

JAM ON IT!
Write About What’s Right

Think of a biblical or contemporary person who stood up for 
something that was right in spite of the consequences. Create a 
rap or a ballad of 16 to 20 lines to describe the events of their life. 

LAST JAM
It’s worth standing for God—no matter what!

QUESTIONS FOR CLASS
Use this space to write down questions you have about this lesson.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B. Anger 

What happens when anger is used to resolve a situation?

• Divide into three groups.

• Discuss instances when anger escalated into violence.

• Reveal the consequences of the top two incidents in each group.

• Have a group spokesperson share the most violent situation.

• Brainstorm ideas about how to better resolve disagreements.
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Power Trip

Buying his way in had become a lifestyle for Dexter. He had made 
some very influential friends that way. Now it was time to crown 

the Freshman King. Dexter wanted to become king so he could 
influence everything that would be decided for the freshman year.

Dexter worked his way around school, promising different groups 
that he would make sure their interests were met if they voted him 
king. He could feel the new-found power working. By the end of the 
week, he was sure the crown would be his.

Mr. Lemming had watched Dexter all week. He noticed how 
smoothly Dexter moved from one group to another. On Friday, Mr. 
Lemming called Dexter to his office.

“It could all blow up in your face,” he said, waiting for Dexter’s 
reaction.

“What could?” Dexter inquired as he surveyed his mind for 
something he had done wrong.

“All those promises. You seem to believe that you can con your 
way in as Freshman King. What do you think will happen when they 
find out you can’t deliver what you’ve promised?”

Dexter had never considered the price of false promises. He just 
wanted the power that came from being king. That afternoon, Dexter 
met with each group and apologized for any misrepresentation 
he may have given them. He let them know what he really could 
accomplish as king. Some were upset, but many thanked him for his 
honesty and promised him their votes.  

Dexter became Freshman King and worked for the freshman 
student body as he had promised.

In My Heart
“When Simon saw that the 

Spirit was given at the laying 
on of the apostles’ hands, he 

offered them money”  
(Acts 8:18, NIV).

WORD!
Acts 8:9–24, NIV—“Now for some 

time a man named Simon had practiced 
sorcery in the city and amazed all the 
people of Samaria. He boasted that 
he was someone great, 10 and all the 
people, both high and low, gave him 
their attention and exclaimed, “This 
man is rightly called the Great Power of 
God.” 11 They followed him because he 
had amazed them for a long time with 
his sorcery. 12 But when they believed 
Philip as he proclaimed the good news 
of the kingdom of God and the name of 
Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both 
men and women. 13 Simon himself 
believed and was baptized. And he 
followed Philip everywhere, astonished 
by the great signs and miracles he saw. 
14 When the apostles in Jerusalem 
heard that Samaria had accepted the 
word of God, they sent Peter and John 
to Samaria. 15 When they arrived, they 
prayed for the new believers there that 
they might receive the Holy Spirit, 16 
because the Holy Spirit had not yet 
come on any of them; they had simply 
been baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jesus. 17 Then Peter and John placed 
their hands on them, and they received 
the Holy Spirit. 18 When Simon saw 
that the Spirit was given at the laying 
on of the apostles’ hands, he offered 
them money 19 and said, “Give me 
also this ability so that everyone on 
whom I lay my hands may receive the 
Holy Spirit.” 20 Peter answered: “May 
your money perish with you, because 
you thought you could buy the gift of 
God with money! 21 You have no part 
or share in this ministry, because your 
heart is not right before God. 22 Repent 
of this wickedness and pray to the Lord 
in the hope that he may forgive you 
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SIDEBAR
Simon Wants to Buy Power

There is a difference between God’s 
power and Satan’s power. The power of the 
Holy Spirit is a gift from God that cannot 
be bought or sold. Simon’s performance of 
healings, exorcisms, and other wonders were 
all done under the influence of Satan. Philip 
recognized Simon to be a person with false 
motives. He preached the Gospel to Simon, 
but he questioned the sincerity of Simon’s 
desire when he offered to buy the power of 
the Holy Spirit. Simon was stunned to find 
the only way to receive true power—the 
power of God, is to repent, seek forgiveness, 
and be filled with the Holy Spirit. Simon 
made the choice to acknowledge his own 
wrongdoing and ask for prayer.

How to Gain Power
1. Know that all real power comes from 

God.
2. Seek God with all your heart.
3. Ask God to forgive your sin.
4. Let God empower you with the Holy 

Spirit.

GOT IT!
A. Holy Power

Use “Word!” to help you complete the 
sentences with the correct word.

1.   People followed Simon because they 
were _______________ by his power (v. 11).

2.  They were _______________ after hearing 
the Gospel from Philip (v. 13).

3. _____________ and _____________ prayed 
for the new believers in Samaria (v. 15).

4.  After the laying on of hands, the new 
believers received the _______________  
_______________ (v. 17). 

5.  _______________________ tried to buy the 
_______________________ (v. 19).

JAM SESSION
Power Brokers

Some people try to buy power. When Simon the magician 
tried to buy the power of the Holy Spirit, Peter plainly laid out 
the fatal consequences for those who think the Spirit can be 
bought or sold. Dexter was used to buying favors and influence 
from others. Like Simon, he thought he could buy the power he 
wanted. Like many in society, both Simon and Dexter equated 
money and favors with power. Performing tricks and deceiving 
others to gain power is to work under Satan’s power. Both 
discovered their thoughts were inappropriate and that they 
each needed to repent. Power comes from God. The search for 
it must come from a sincere desire to attain it appropriately.

JAM ON IT!
Not for Sale!

What are your true motives for following Christ? Make a list 
of true and sincere motives in your journal. Share with the class 
next week if you’d like.

LAST JAM
Equation for gaining God’s Power = Truth + Sincerity

QUESTIONS FOR CLASS
Use this space to write down questions you have about this lesson.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.  Peter told Simon his _______________ was not right with God (v. 21).

B.  Don’t Believe It!
• Divide into two groups.

• The teacher will perform a magic trick. 

•  Each group will try to be the first to figure out how the trick was 
done.

•  The teacher will share how the trick was done.

•  Both groups will discuss and make a list of tricks and deceptions 
youth use to influence others.

for having such a thought in your heart. 23 
For I see that you are full of bitterness and 
captive to sin.” 24 Then Simon answered, 
“Pray to the Lord for me so that nothing you 
have said may happen to me.”
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FunologyFunology
“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for,  

the evidence of things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1, KJV).

Unscramble the words below from Hebrews 11:1. Then find those 

words in the word search. 

U X D K E T H K S Q C E G Y E

V H D N C R O Q V R U S K C S

R G Q F N U P F N J C D N L V

I R J Q A K E K R O J E K D A

S Q X K T I D R Q N D Z A J E

W C H K S H T T X I X A D H N

H D Y Q B T N H V C V Q X Y L

L M I B U P A E S J M N E E S

B X Y R S S W Z G H N T U G F

M N M I X Z A D M T R M N M A

C A G M Y F X X S X Z G Y Q T

M A H G V Q Y C E I Z A V M H

Y M K B I J S K Q S C M C L Y

T H I N G S Z R E V K J J Q F

U V F R W K M I V V H N O E C

HAITF 
TACNBUSSE 

GINTSH 
EOPDH 
DENIVEEC 



LockerLocker
ROOMROOM

A t the inception of baseball and American football, segregation existed, prohibiting African 
Americans from playing in the professional leagues. Boxing is the only major American sport 

that has always allowed both African-American and Caucasian athletes. Although boxing in 
some form has existed in many cultures and societies, it was standardized in England. The sport 
traveled to the English colonies where enslaved and freed Africans were the primary athletes to 
practice it. In the early days, two men or boys were matched to fight until one of them could not 
stand any longer. These matches often went as long as 100 rounds. There were also fights called 
a “battle royal,” which were humiliating fights where about six enslaved Africans were placed in 
a ring, blindfolded, and made to fight like pit bulls until one of them won. Ralph Ellison wrote 
about a “battle royal” at the beginning of his novel, Invisible Man.

Noted boxer Muhammad Ali was known for his courage inside and outside the ring.  He earned 
a gold medal in the 1960 Olympic Games. He refused to participate in the Vietnam War draft, 
therefore, he was stripped of his heavyweight title and banned from boxing. He was robbed 
of years of fighting while awaiting the Supreme Court to overturn his conviction. By 1974, he 
re-earned the heavyweight title. Ali retired in the early 1980s and remains a well-respected 
athlete and historical figure.

Muhammad Ali’s passion for boxing and flair for style was carried on by his daughter, Laila Ali, 
who began her boxing career in 1999 and retired in 2007 as the undefeated Super Middleweight 
Boxing Champion of the world.

Boxing



T he Christian viewpoint on Halloween is 
strongly divided. Some Christians feel free 
to recognize the holiday; others boycott it. 

There are still others who inject hints of Christian-
ity into some rituals and create holy alternatives to 
the secular ones. But is Halloween really evil? Do 
you know the history of Halloween? If you look be-
hind the artistically designed masks, underneath 
the intricately designed costumes, and beyond all 
the tricks and treats, you will discover the interest-
ing facts about Halloween. 

HISTORY
Around 2,000 years ago, the Celts, 
who lived in what we know today as 
the United Kingdom, Ireland, and 
northern France, had a festival cel-
ebrating the end of the year. Since 
their New Year began on November 
1st, the festival, known as Oidche 
Shamhna (Night of Samhain), was 
celebrated on October 31st. Samhain 
marked the end of the harvest season 
and the beginning of the brutal win-
ter, which in many ways represented 

death. Because death was so close, the Celtics be-
lieved that the night before the New Year was a time 
when the living and the dead could interact with 
each other. 

SYMBOLS 
The bat became a symbol of Halloween from the 
bonfires that the Celts used to ward off bad energy. 
If you have ever been around a campfire, you know 
that fires attract insects. Bats eat insects and would 

come around the Celtic fires to look 
for food. Eventually, the bat became 
a symbol of magic and transitioning 
from one life form to another. 

The Jack-o-Lantern was originally 
made out of hollowed turnips. Peo-
ple would illuminate them with can-
dles at night, when beggars would go 
to houses asking for food. The Irish 
began replacing their turnips with 
pumpkins and carved scary faces 
onto them to scare evil spirits and 
keep them away. The Jack-o-Lantern 
received its name from legends about 

By Jordan D. Stewart 
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a personality named Jack who tricked the devil 
twice from taking his soul, and it symbolizes a wel-
coming of winter as it illuminates the night. 

The spider is connected to witches and abandoned 
(haunted) houses. Spiders are thought to have su-
pernatural qualities and to be holders of mystical 
energy. Many cultures recognize the spider because 
of its ability to weave webs. They are called “crafty” 
and even represent wisdom in some cultures. Spi-
ders are associated with magic and some practices 
believe there is power in their webs. Witches have 
spiders as pets because spiders are said to help the 
witches understand magic and energy patterns. 
They also use spiders in their potions. 

  
Although the black cat has become 

a symbol of bad 
luck, black cats 

have been consid-
ered very spiritual 
animals through-

out history. Some 
cultures have worshipped 

black cats with the belief 
that they have the abili-

ty to see spirits. Others understood the cats to be fa-
cilitators to opening portals into other worlds. Some 
people believed that witches could turn themselves 
into black cats. For this reason, some black cats were 
hunted and burned alive. Cats, however, were first 
domesticated in Egypt because they were consid-
ered closer to the gods and were believed to have the 
ability to ward off evil. 

As Christians, we often have difficulty deciding 
whether or not to celebrate Halloween. Because of 
the history of this pagan holiday, which appears to 
celebrate death, it is often believed that celebrating 
Halloween is the wrong thing to do. One must con-
sider, however, the thought that death is the door-
way to another life. Do holidays like Halloween, 
Samhain, or All Saints Day celebrate death or life? 
As a Christian, it is important to be informed about 
such topics. This way, you can have an intelligent 
conversation and make an informed decision as to 
whether you will throw a Halloween Party or a Hal-
lelujah Party. Whether or not Halloween is right or 
wrong is not a decision one person can make for ev-
eryone. Look back at the history of Halloween and 
decide for yourself. Either way, take the time to cel-
ebrate Jesus every day—even on Halloween. 
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New, Again

K enya was always the new girl. Her father was in the army and she 
changed schools every year. This time she was in Alaska. Kenya 

felt odd as she stood in the hall, holding her bookbag and wearing 
her leather jacket.  

“Hi,” a voice from behind her said. “You are not from around here, 
are you?”

“Right. I moved here last week. My dad is in the army and now he 
will be stationed here for the next ten months. My name is Kenya,” 
she replied.

“Well, my name is Danni,” the girl said. “Come join my table at 
lunchtime. We eat near the window. See you then.”

That was easy. At lunch, Kenya sat with the girls near the window. 
They all looked the same and dressed alike. She still felt odd in her 
leather jacket. After school, Danni asked her to come with her to 
church. She was part of a youth group that met every Monday. Since 
she had nothing else planned, Kenya agreed to join them.

At first she had nothing to contribute. All the kids were engaged 
with each other. Finally, someone asked Kenya to share her experience 
about the first time she had joined a youth group. She talked about 
some of the activities they had done that were alike and ended with 
a comment about this youth group.

“Thank you all for being so friendly. My dad gets moved a lot, 
so I am always new. This is the first time I’ve felt welcomed into a 
new group.”

In My Heart
“As they traveled along the road, 

they came to some water and 
the eunuch said, ‘Look, here is 
water. What can stand in the 
way of my being baptized?’” 

(Acts 8:36, NIV).

WORD!
Acts 8:26–39, NIV—Now an angel 

of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to 
the road—the desert road—that goes 
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So 
he started out, and on his way he met 
an Ethiopian eunuch, an important 
official in charge of all the treasury of 
the Kandake (which means “queen of 
the Ethiopians”). This man had gone to 
Jerusalem to worship, 28 and on his way 
home was sitting in his chariot reading 
the Book of Isaiah the prophet. 29 The 
Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and 
stay near it.” 30 Then Philip ran up to 
the chariot and heard the man reading 
Isaiah the prophet. “Do you understand 
what you are reading?” Philip asked. 31 
“How can I,” he said, “unless someone 
explains it to me?” So he invited Philip 
to come up and sit with him. 32 This 
is the passage of Scripture the eunuch 
was reading: “He was led like a sheep 
to the slaughter, and as a lamb before 
its shearer is silent, so he did not open 
his mouth. 33 In his humiliation he was 
deprived of justice. Who can speak 
of his descendants? For his life was 
taken from the earth.” 34 The eunuch 
asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is 
the prophet talking about, himself or 
someone else?” 35 Then Philip began 
with that very passage of Scripture 
and told him the good news about 
Jesus. 36 As they traveled along the 
road, they came to some water and 
the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. 
What can stand in the way of my being 
baptized?” 38 And he gave orders to 
stop the chariot. Then both Philip and 
the eunuch went down into the water 
and Philip baptized him. 39 When they 
came up out of the water, the Spirit of 
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SIDEBAR
Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch

God calls people to help others. When 
Philip comes upon the Ethiopian eunuch, 
he finds a God-fearing man who was 
worshiping God in Jerusalem, outside his 
native land. The Spirit guides Philip to go 
to the eunuch and to help him understand 
the Scriptures from Isaiah as the prophecies 
about Jesus Christ. God wants all cultures 
and ethnic groups to learn about Jesus 
Christ. The eunuch realizes that Philip is the 
help he needs and he is willing to listen. The 
eunuch gains understanding and knows 
that he must be baptized.

How to Be Open Toward People Who 
Are Different 

1. Look for common ideas or beliefs.
2. Embrace the differences of others as 

points of interest.
3. Seek godly council concerning new 

groups that are unfamiliar to you.
4. Be willing to share your knowledge of 

Jesus Christ with new people you meet.

GOT IT!
A. Gotta Get It! 

Use Word! to help you determine whether 
the statements below are TRUE or FALSE. 

1.  Philip met the Ethiopian eunuch on the 
road to Gaza.

 TRUE FALSE

2.  The Ethiopian was reading from the book 
of Isaiah, the prophet.

 TRUE FALSE

3. Philip explained the passage.

 TRUE FALSE

4.  The eunuch understood and asked to be 
baptized.

 TRUE FALSE

5. Philip and the Ethiopian were taken up.
 TRUE FALSE

JAM SESSION
Erasing the Boundary Lines

When it comes to membership in certain groups, some people 
want to prescribe who is in and who is out. Philip’s sharing of 
the Good News about Jesus and the baptism of the Ethiopian 
demonstrate the universal availability of the Gospel message. 
Danni was willing to bring in an outsider who appeared to be 
very different from the group. She chose to share her lunch table 
and friends, and extended that to sharing her church. Kenya was 
able to see the boundaries of difference erased as she spent time 
with Danni and the youth group. Together they celebrated as the 
family of God, which includes both cultures and races.

JAM ON IT!
Teach Me

Look back at verses 32–39 of the Scripture passage. Create 
a journal entry or a poem to reflect your understanding of the 
passage and think about how you could use it to teach someone 
else about God. Decide if you will share your poem with the 
class next week.

LAST JAM
God includes others—what about you?

QUESTIONS FOR CLASS
Use this space to write down questions you have about this lesson.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the 
eunuch did not see him again, but went on 
his way rejoicing.

B. Welcome!
What can be done to make an outsider feel welcome?

• Take a sheet of chart paper. 

•  Brainstorm how to include people who are not part of your group 
in your church activities.

• Create a huge flyer that would welcome others to join you. 
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