“I'm bored!” said Fannie.
Her big sister sighed.
have summer school
ework. I'm sorry. I'm

ish 1 had school,
aid Fannie.
sister smiled. ‘I
an idea.” She gave
2 a pencil. She gave
ned paper. ‘I'll give
school work! You
K while I work.”
Fannie nodded.
“First list the ABCs. Write
them down the left side.”
“Too easy,” said Fannie.
‘Now, what are you
thankful for? Write some-
thing for each letter”
“Ha!” said Fannie. ‘I
won't be bored for a whilel”




“Then you will know that | am the LORD, those who hope in me will not be disappointed”
(Isaiah 49:23, NIV).

Better Days Ahead

[saiah is God’s prophet. He
spoke God’s words. He gave
God’s people hope. He said,
“You sinned. God let your
country come to ruin. It was
emptied. Nothing grew. No
people lived there. But God is
fixing it. Other countries are
caring for you. They have
been raising your children.
Kings and queens are caring
for them! Your country will
be beautiful again. It will be
like a bride. It Wlll be full of good people. There will be so many
children. There will not be room for everyone!”

You wonder, “How did this happen?”

God says, ‘I am the Lord. | am in control. I care for those who
trust Me.
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Better Days Ahead

Look at these sentences about our Bible Story. Circle the
sentences that say what happened after God fixed things. Put a
line through the sentences that say what happened before God
fixed things. Then write one more thing God said on the line.

1. The country was empty.
2. There were many children.

3. The country was ruined.

4. The country was full of good people.
5. The country was beautiful again.
6. The people were sinning.

7.




1 Am Blessed

God’s people trusted Him, so He blessed them. He repaired
their city. He brought them back home. He grew their families.
God blesses us, too. What are some of God’s blessings? Match
the words to the pictures.

food friends trees animals
family flowers sunshine music

What else is a blessing to you?




Clancy saw his friend
Tara. She was leaving the
principal’s office. “Are you
1 trouble?” asked Clancy.
ara stopped. “Well, not
more. | was in some
le,” she said. “There
pullies bothering me
school”

h, no!” said Clancy.
Someone saw them.
told the
/. said Tara. “It’s
alright now. The principal
{ and | have a plan. We are
stopping those bullies. My
| walk home will be good
| now. It'll be like walking
\ 4 through a garden!”

Clancy hugged Tara.
“I'm so glad.”

*




“Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness and who seek the Lord: Look to the rock from
which you were cut and to the quarry from which you were hewn” (Isaiah 51:1, NIV).

Freedom

God says, ‘Listen! Do
you try to please Me? Do
you try to do what’s right?
So did Abraham and Sarah.
Remember them? They
began as a tiny family.
They had no children. Then
Abraham trusted Me. He
obeyed Me. | blessed him. I
grew his family into millions!
| will bless you, too.

“Your home is in ruins.
Your city is dry and empty.
But I will turn it into a garden. It will be so lovely, you will sing!

“One day the earth will wear out. It will fall apart like old
clothes. Don't be afraid. Your enemies will fall, too. | will always
come to your rescue.”
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God’s Future for Us
Look at the sentences. Fill in the missing word. Use the Bible
Story for help. Use your answers to complete the riddle below.

1. Abraham and Sarah had a tiny

=

5 :
2. God grew their family into

3. God will make your city

4
4. The earth will out.

5. Your enemies will

6. God will come to your

What future has God planned for us?

7 A h one.

5 6 4 5 3 7 2

©



Growing Family Tree

God helped Abraham and Sarah’s family. He helped others
in their family tree. Draw in your own family tree with any of
the people you love like family.

- =ik " =

My Family




